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 Overview of Petition Process

 Mando Ditch Specifics 

Agenda
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 Commonly known as County Ditch Petition Law

 Provides a means for the County to facilitate planning, construction and 
financing of drainage improvements when the needed improvement traverses 
multiple properties

 Intended for multi-property, watershed scale drainage improvements

 Any property owner may file a petition

ORC 6131: Single County Ditches
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ORC 6131: Single County Ditches

 Petition is filed

 View 

 First Hearing

 Final Hearing
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ORC 6131: View & 1st Hearing

 View allows Commissioners, Engineers, and interested land owners to gather field 
information on the project

 County Engineers file a preliminary report at 1st Hearing

 includes cost estimate, statement of feasibility, and cost/benefit analysis

 Owners may testify at 1st Hearing 

 Board of Commissioners votes to approve or dismiss the petition

 No changes may be made to the petition or the scope of a project after the 1st 
Hearing

 Engineer begins final report
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ORC 6131: 2nd Hearing

 Board hears all information, plans, and reports submitted by the County 
Engineer

 Land owners may once again offer testimony

 Commissioners vote to either approve the proposed improvement, including 
the project plans and schedule of assessments, or to dismiss the petition

 Commissioners' decision is based on 3 factors specified in the code:

 Is the project necessary?

 Is the project conducive to the public welfare?

 Do the benefits of the project outweigh the costs?
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 Appeals

 Construction

 Assessments

 Maintenance Fund

ORC 6131: Next Steps

8



 Assessment Factors:

 Property size, percent of system used, location, benefit, etc. 

 Assessment Rate:

 2 semiannual installments for up to 30 payments i.e. 15 years

 Construction Assessment

 Maintenance Assessment: ORC 6137

Assessments
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ORC 6131: Single County Ditches

 Petition is filed

 February 24, 2021

 Informational Meeting

 April 28, 2021

 View 

 May 5, 2021

 Informational Meeting

 June 2, 2021

 First Hearing

 June 8, 2021

 Informational Meeting

 TBD

 Final Hearing

• TBD 10
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History
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 New petition consists of two 
existing petition ditches

 Patterson Ditch

 1870: Established by A. Patterson 
Petition

• Originally 1,837 feet 

 Burt Ditch

 1870: Established by E. Burt 
Petition

 Total Watershed: 640 acres



Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Questions?

Jim Ramsey, P.E.
Riparian and Environmental
Franklin County Drainage Engineer
jramsey@franklincountyengineer.org
614-525-7469

Kate Radtke
Drainage Project E.I.
Franklin County Drainage Engineer
kradtke@franklincountyengineer.org
614-525-7318
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Don Murphy
Drainage Technician
Franklin County Engineer
dmurphy@franklincountyengineer.org
614-525-2787


