
 

FUNDING COMMITMENT DOCUMENTATION 

 

Agency Document Amount 

ODOT (TRAC) LPA Agreement 37364  $1,360,000  

FCEO LPA Agreement 37364 $340,000 

MORPC Letter of Commitment  $10,500,000  

City of Obetz Letter of Commitment  $3,500,000  

Madison Township Letter of Commitment  $100,000  

FCTID Letter of Commitment  $200,000  

COTA Letter of Commitment $125,600 

Toy Road, LLC Agreement  $216,705  

  Total  $16,342,305  
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February 27, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: Alum Creek Drive Widening (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
We are pleased to provide this letter of support and financial contribution commitment for the Franklin County 
Engineer’s federal funding application on the Alum Creek Drive Widening (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) 
project. This project will improve 2.6 miles of Alum Creek Drive, including a third through lane in each direction 
to existing Alum Creek Drive. Pedestrian facilities (sidewalk on one side and a shared-use-path on the other) 
will also be installed. The existing Alum Creek Drive bridges over Big Walnut Creek will be replaced.  

Transportation infrastructure drives the economic engine of any region by providing safe and efficient 
movement of people and goods from place to place. Alum Creek Drive is a principal arterial for both freight 
and passenger traffic and provides primary access from I-270 to Rickenbacker International Airport and Rail 
Intermodal, which supports the City of Columbus, Franklin County, the State of Ohio, and beyond. This project 
will increase the capacity of the roadway and implement complete street facilities to accommodate 
pedestrians and bicyclists in the corridor.  

MORPC’s 2020-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) sets a goal to promote Central Ohio to attract 
and retain economic opportunity to prosper as a region and compete globally. A key component of supporting 
economic opportunity in our region is to support the growth of the already economically robust Rickenbacker 
area, and the MTP identifies the widening of Alum Creek Drive as a key component in supporting this growth. 

MORPC has long recognized the importance of transportation infrastructure improvements in the 
Rickenbacker area. In 2018 MORPC completed the Rickenbacker Area Study, which sought to help this portion 
of our region accommodate the more than 25,000 jobs which existed in the Rickenbacker area, and additionally 
prepare for the forecasted doubling of employment in the area by 2040. This study identified the Alum Creek 
Drive Widening as a priority for accommodating this growth and promoting economic development. The 
project is included in the 2020-2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan and is included in the Transportation 
Improvement Program as project development activities are well underway. 

The additional capacity will allow the existing transit routes to continue playing an essential role in the efficient 
movement of supply chain materials, will maintain access to existing businesses, and support additional 
development in the region, which in turn will create new employment centers.  



 
 

 

February 27, 2023 
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg 
Re: Alum Creek Drive Widening (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) 

MORPC has determined that we can contribute $10,500,000 of MORPC sub-allocated federal STBG funding to 
the Alum Creek Drive Widening project to support these needed transportation improvements as well as the 
associated economic impacts. If you would like any additional information on how this project will impact our 
area, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas T. Gill, PE 
Transportation Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
February 23, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Alum Creek Drive Investment (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) in Franklin County, Ohio 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 

The City of Obetz is pleased to provide this letter of support and financial contribution 
commitment for the Franklin County Engineer’s federal funding application on the Alum Creek Drive 
Investment (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) project in Franklin County, Ohio. This project will 
equitably improve 2.6 miles of Alum Creek Drive by adding another through lane in each direction to 
existing Alum Creek Drive, a sidewalk on one side, a shared-use-path on the other, and public transit bus 
stops along both sides. Also, the existing Alum Creek Drive bridges over Big Walnut Creek will be replaced, 
as they have passed their service capacity due to increased traffic volumes and heavier vehicles in the 
area.  

Transportation infrastructure drives the economic engine of any region by providing safe and 
efficient movement of people and goods from place to place. Alum Creek Drive is a principal arterial for 
both freight and passenger traffic and provides primary access from I-270 to Rickenbacker International 
Airport and Norfolk Southern Intermodal Terminal, all of which support the City of Columbus, the City of 
Obetz, the City of Groveport, Franklin County, the State of Ohio, and beyond. This project will sustainably 
increase the safety and capacity of the roadway and implement complete streets facilities to 
accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and bus riders along the corridor in an equitable way.  

The additional capacity will allow the existing route to continue playing an essential role in the 
safe, efficient movement of supply chain materials. It will also maintain access to existing businesses and 
support additional development in the region, which in turn will create new employment centers. The 
City of Obetz has determined that we can contribute $3,500,000 to the local share of the Alum Creek Drive 
Investment project to support these needed transportation improvements as well as the associated 
economic impacts. If you would like any additional information on how this project will essentially help 
rebuild America’s infrastructure, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 

     
Michael F. Corbitt, P.E., LEED AP 
City of Obetz        
Deputy City Administrator / City Engineering  

Michael F. Corbitt, P.E., LEED AP 
Deputy City Administrator 
City Engineer 
mcorbitt@obetz.oh.us 
(614) 409-4406 







33 N. High St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

614-228-1776

February 27, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Alum Creek Drive Investment (State Route 317 to Groveport Road) in Franklin County, Ohio 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA), we are pleased to provide this letter of 

support for the Franklin County Engineer’s federal funding application on the Alum Creek Drive 

investment project in Franklin County, Ohio (State Route 317 to Groveport Road). This project will 

equitably improve the safety and efficiency of 2.6 miles of Alum Creek Drive by adding another through 

lane in each direction to existing Alum Creek Drive, a sidewalk on one side, a shared-use path on the 

other, and potential future public transit bus stops along both sides. Also, the existing Alum Creek Drive 

bridges over Big Walnut Creek will be replaced, as they have passed their service capacity due to 

increased traffic volumes and heavier vehicles in the area. 

Central Ohio Transit Authority is the Columbus Ohio region's mobility solutions provider, driven 

each day to connect people to prosperity through innovation, dedication, and teamwork. By utilizing 

technology and data, establishing community partnerships, and applying sustainability principles, COTA 

provides equitable access to jobs, healthcare, and education. COTA serves a region of more than 1.4 

million people and provides fixed-route transit, paratransit and microtransit service.    

Transportation infrastructure fuels the economic engine of any region by providing safe and 

efficient movement of people and goods from place to place. Alum Creek Drive is a principal arterial for 

both freight and passenger traffic and provides primary access from I-270 to Rickenbacker International 

Airport and Norfolk Southern Intermodal Terminal, all of which support the City of Columbus, the City of 

Obetz, the City of Groveport, Franklin County, the State of Ohio, and beyond. This project will 

sustainably increase the safety and capacity of the roadway and implement complete streets facilities to 

accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders along the corridor in an equitable way. 

In partnership with the Franklin County Engineer, COTA would like to participate in the project 

by enhancing two existing transit stops (Stop IDs 6947 and 7064), located near the Alum Creek Drive and 

Groveport Road intersection. Each stop will include new sidewalks, ADA accessible loading pads, 

signage, a covered shelter, benches, and trash receptacles. COTA will provide, install, and maintain new 

shelters and receptacles at these locations as in-kind services.  The total anticipated cost of these 

improvements is approximately $25,600. 



33 N. High St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

614-228-1776

We understand that the Franklin County Engineer will acquire right-of-way and make related 

infrastructure improvements that will result in a safer configuration for the transit stops as part of their 

overall roadway improvement project. COTA agrees to reimburse the Franklin County Engineer for 50 

percent, up to $100,000, for the costs directly attributable to the transit stop improvements. The total 

amount of COTA’s contribution to the Alum Creek Drive Improvement Project is anticipated to be an 

amount not to exceed $125,600 and is contingent upon the successful application to the RAISE 

Discretionary Grants Program and a satisfactory agreement between the Franklin County Engineer and 

COTA. 

In addition, COTA is investing in the area with our $21 million Rickenbacker Area Mobility 

Center. The Center will serve as an end of line meeting point for not only COTA mobility services, but 

also rural county workforce transportation shuttles and others. It will be a catalyst for additional 

economic development activity, with commercial office space devoted to providing new ways for area 

employees and residents to access childcare, health care and workforce development and training. In 

addition, it will support food access through a partnership with the Mid-Ohio Food Collective on a 7,500 

sq. ft. facility. Construction is tracking to begin August of this year with completion by end of 2024. 

This additional capacity will allow this route to continue to play an essential role in the safe, 

efficient movement of supply chain materials and the supporting workforce. It will also maintain access 

to existing businesses and support additional development in the region, which in turn will create new 

employment centers. We urge your consideration of this application. 

Sincerely, 

Joanna M. Pinkerton 

President/CEO 

Central Ohio Transit Authority 

JMP:      cb/ke/jr 

xc: Andrew Biesterveld, Chief Engineer & Mechanical Officer 

Kim Sharp, Sr. Director, Development 

   Patrick Harris, VP, External Relations  

Garth Weithman 










